Appendix IX
Transformations and Disguises

Both the lliad and Odyssey have a number of instances in which characters are
transformed or are disguised. The descriptions of many of these transformations and
disguises have the form of similes with a tenor (i.e., character being transformed) and
vehicle (i.e., transformed or disguised being). The table below summarizes the
protheses used for these transformations and disguises.

Prothesis Frequency in the lliad Frequency in the Odyssey
gidopai 13 10
gikehog 0 1
€ikog 2 6
£I0Kw, IoKW 0 2
€valiykiog 2 2
£oika 8 7
ikehog 2 1
We TE 1 0
No prothesis 1 7
Totals 29 36

The specific transformations and disguises are listed on the following pages. For the

most part, the descriptions are unique to each transformation or disguise. An exception
is five of the transformations of Athena into Mentor in the Odyssey which are described
as follows:

MévTopl eidonévn NUEV dEPAG NOE Kal audnv
likening herself in form and voice to Mentor



Appendix IX-A Transformations and Disguises in the lliad

Transformation From: Number of Transformation To:
Transformations
Aphrodite 1 old woman
Apollo 6 Asius, Mentes, Lycaon, Phaenops, Periphas, vulture
Apollo’s idol 1 Aeneas
Ares 2 Acamas, mortal man
Athena 5 herald, Phoenix, Deiphobus, vulture, Laodocus
Boreas 1 horse
Dream 2 Nestor (2)
Hector 1 Ares
Hera 1 Stentor
Hermes 1 prince
Iris 2 Polites, Laodice
Poseidon 5 Calchas, seer, Thoas, a man, old man
Sleep 1 bird
Strife/Tumult/Fate 1 mortals

gidopai (in the likeness of)

2:280* Athena—herald “eldOPEVN KNPUKL
in the likeness of a herald

2:791*  Iris—Polites eloato d¢ pBoyynv uii MNptdpoto MoAity,
she made her voice like Polites, son of Priam

2:795* Iris—Polites TQ MLV EELCAPEVN
(continuation of 2:791*) likening herself to him

3:122* Iris—Laodice eldopévn yahow Avinvopidao daupapTtt
in the likeness of her husband’s wife <Laodice>

3:389* Aphrodite—old woman Tfj ptv €el0apévn
(continuation of 3:386) likening herself to her



5:462* Ares—Acamas eldopevog AkauavTt 8o MynTopt OpnkdV
in the likeness of Acamas, swift leader of the Thracians

5:785* Hera—Stentor 2ZTEVTOPL EI0AMEVN HEYOANTOPL XAAKEODPDVW
in the likeness of great-hearted, bronze-voiced Stentor

13:45* Poseidon—Calchas eloauevog Kahxavtl dépacg kal atelpéa pwvnv
in the likeness of Calchas in form and untiring voice

13:69* Poseidon—seer MAvTel €ldOUEVOQ
appearing like a seer

13:216* Poseidon—Thoas eloduevocg ¢pBoyyrv Avdpaipovoc uli @davTl
likening his voice to Thoas’, son of Andraemon

16:715* Apollo—Asius avépl eloduevog aiin® te kpatep®d Te, / Aciw,
in the likeness of a vigorous, strong man, Asius

17:73* Apollo—Mentes avépl elodpevog Kikovwv nyntopt Mevn
in the likeness of a man, Mentes, leader of the Cicones

17:326* Apollo—Periphas @ MLV €EL0APEVOQG
(continuation of 17:322*) likening himself to him

17:555* Athena—Phoenix eloapévn doivikl dépacg kai Atelpéa pwvnv
in the likeness of Phoenix in form and untiring voice

17:586* Apollo—Phaenops TQ MLV EELCAUEVOQG
(continuation of 17:583*) likening himself to him

20:81* Apollo—Lycaon Aukdovi eloato pwviv: / T® PV EELOAUEVOG
He likened his voice to Lycaon; / being like him,

20:224* Boreas—Horse {mmw &’ eioduevog
likening himself to horse

eikog (like)

3:386* Aphrodite—old woman ypni &¢ pwv £ikuia rahatyevei
like an old woman

22:226 Athena—Deiphobus AnipoPw €ikula dEPAG Kal ATEPEA PwVNV
like Deiphobus in form and untiring voice



£valiykiog (in the likeness of)

13:290* Sleep—bird opviBL Atyupfi evaAiykiog, fiv T’ €v 6peaot
XaAKida KikAnokouaol Beoli, avdpeg 8& KUUIVOLV
in the likeness of a clear-voiced bird, which in the mountains / the gods call
‘chalkis’ and men ‘cumindis’

17:583* Apollo—Phaenops daivoru Acladn evaAiyklog
in the likeness of Phaenops, son of Asias

£oika (like)

2:20*  Dream—Nestor NnAniw ull €oikmdg / NéaTopl
like the son of Neleus / Nestor

2:57*  Dream—Nestor NeoTtopt Siw
eld0g Te UEYEDOG T GUNV T AyXLOTA EWDKE
most of all it was like divine Nestor in form and size and build

5:604* Ares—mortal Bpot® avdpl £0IKWG
in the likeness of a mortal man

7:59* Athena/Apollo—vultures 6pvioly €0lkOTEG aiyurioiaot
in the likeness of vultures

13:357* Poseidon—a man Avdpl €0IKWG
in the likeness of a man

14:136* Poseidon—old man naAai®d ¢wTl E0IK®G
in the likeness of an old man

17:322* Apollo—Periphas dénag MepipavTtl £€0IKWC
taking on the form of Periphas

24:347* Hermes—a prince KoUpw aioupvnTplL E0IKOG
in the likeness of a young man, a prince

ikelog (like)

4:86*  Athena—lLaodocus T & Avdpl IKEAN ... AaodOKkw Avinvopidn
she like a man ..., Laodocus, son of Antenor

5:450* Apollo’s idol—Aeneas &idwAov Te0E ApyupOTOEOG ATIOA WV
auT® T Alvela tkelov



Silver-bowed Apollo made an idol / like Aeneas himself
g T (like)

18:538* Strife/Tumult/Fate—Mortals  ®g Te {wol BpoTol
like mortal men

No prothesis

17:210* Hector—Ares 30 &£ uiv "Apng / devog EVUAAlog
Ares, terrible Enyalius, entered him <Hector>



Appendix IX-B Transformations and Disguises in the Odyssey

Transformation From:

Number of
Transformations

Transformation To:

Athena 19 Mentes, Mentor (7), herald, osprey, Dymas’ daughter,
swallow, Telemachus, maid, man, shepherd, woman (3)

Athena’s idol 1 Iphthime

Eurylochous’ men 1 pigs

Helen 1 Argive wives

Hermes 1 young man

Ino 2 seabird (2)

Odysseus 7 beggar (2), beggar/youth, old man (2), youthful, stronger

Penelope 1 more beautiful

Poseidon 1 Enipeus river

Proteus 1 lion/serpent/leopard/boar/water/tree

ship 1 stone

gidopai (in the likeness of)

1:105* Athena—Mentes

eldopevn Eeivw, Tadpiwv fyntopt Mévn

in the likeness of a stranger, Mentes, leader of the Taphians

2:268* Athena—Mentor

MévTopl eidopnévn NUEV dEPAG NOE Kal audny,

2:401* likening herself in form and voice to Mentor

22:206*
24:503*
24:548*

3:372* Athena—osprey

in the likeness of an osprey

ofvn eidopevn




6:22*

8:8*

11:241*

Athena—Dymas daughter eldopEvVN KoUpn vauolkAeltolo AUavTog
1 ol OpNALKIN peV €nv, KeXAPLOTO OE BUUQD.
TR MLV EEL0AMEVT
in the likeness of the daughter of Dymas, famed for ships, who was the same
age as her <Nausicaa> and was dear to her heart. Having likened herself to
her,

Athena—herald eidopévn KNpUKL dalppovog AAKLVOOLO
in the likeness of the herald of wise Alcinous

Poseidon—Enipeus TQ® O’ dpa eioGuevog yairjoxog evvooiyatog
the enfolder and shaker of the earth made himself like him <river Enipeus>

gikehog (like)

22:240 Athena—swallow XEABOVL elKEAN AvTNV.
like a swallow to look on
eikog (like)
2:383* Athena—Telemachus TnAepdyw €ikuia
like Telemachus
5:337* Ino—seabird aibuin & €ikula MoTH
like a seabird on wing
5:353* Ino—seabird aibuin €wkula
like a seabird
7:20*  Athena—maid napBevVIKL €lkula venvidL, KAty €xouon.
like a young maid carrying a pitcher
8:194* Athena—a man avopl déuag Elkula
like a man in form
13:222* Athena—shepherd avdpi 6epag eikula vEw, ETBOTOPL HNAWY,

navandiw, olof Te Avaktwv naideq £aat,
like in form to a young man, a shepherd, / most delicate, as are the sons of
kings

£iokw, iokw (made like)

4:247*

Odysseus—beggar AAA@ & aUTOV PWTI KATAKPUTTTWYV T)LIOKE, OEKTN
he, hiding himself, made himself like another man, a beggar



4:279* Helen—Argive wives  mavtwv Apyeiwv ¢wvnv lokouo’ dAdxololv
she made her voice like the wives of all the Argives

£valiykiog (in the likeness of)

16:209* Odysseus—beggar/youth GANoTe pev mwyx®d évahiykiov, GANote & alte
avopl vew
at one time in the likeness of a beggar and at another / in the likeness of a
young man

17:337* Odysseus—old beggar mrwx® AeuyaAéw €vaAiyklog NOE YEPOVTL,
in the likeness of a woeful and aged beggar

£oika (like)

4:654* Athena—Mentor MévTopa, Ne Bedv, T & alTO MAVTA EWKEL
Mentor or a god, who was in all things like Mentor.

4:796* Athena’s idol—Iphthime eidwAov noinoe, d¢pag & MikTo yuvaiki, / 1piun,
she made an idol; in form it was like a woman, Iphthime

10:278* Hermes—young man  venvin avdpi €0lKwg
like a young man

13:288* Athena—woman ... d¢pag &' NikTo yuvalkl
KaAT] Te peyaAn Te kal ayhaa €pya duin:
she was in form like a woman / beautiful and tall and skilled in glorious
handiwork

16:157* Athena—woman ... d¢pag &' NikTo yuvalkl
KaAT} Te peyaAn te kai ayAaa €pya duin.
she was in form like a woman / beautiful and tall and skilled in glorious
handiwork

20:31*  Athena—woman d€nag d NIKTO yuvalki
she was in form like a woman

24:446* Athena—Mentor MEvTopl MAvTa EMKEL
she seemed like Mentor in all things

ikelhog (like)

13:157* ship—stone Belvat AiBov €yyUBL yaing / vni Bofj ikehov



make her <Phaeacian ship> into a stone like a swift ship

No prothesis

4:456*

10:239*

13:430*

16:174*

16:456*

18:70*

18:192*

Proteus—lion, serpent, AAN 1) TOL TPAOTIOTA AéwV YEVET HiUYEVELOG,
leopard, boar, water, auTap €netta dpdkwv Kal MdpdaAig NOE pEyag
tree o0g:

yiyveTo & Uypov Udwp Kal dévdpeov UYPIMETNAOV
At first he became a bearded lion, / and then a serpent, and a leopard, and a
huge boar; / then he became flowing water and a tall, leafy tree

Eurylochus’ men—pigs ol 3¢ cu®v pev €xov Kepalag dwvnv Te TpiXag Te
Kal déuag,
they had the heads, voice, bristles, and form of pigs

Odysseus—old man KApPev PHEV XpOa KAAOV €vi yvaurmrolol HEAETOL,
Eavoag & €k kKepaAg OAeoe TpiXag, AUl dE
O€pua
navteoolv peAéeoaol malatol Brike yépovTog,
KvUlwoev O€ ol 000e TIAPOG TMEPIKAAAE’ EOVTE:
AUGPL OE pIv paKog AAAO KaKOV BAAev NOE xXITOVAQ,
PwYaAEa PUMOWVTA, KAK® HEHOPUYHEVA KATIVOD:
AUGL OE pIv péya dEpua Taxeing €00’ EAagdolo,
PINOV: dKe B€ ol OKATITPOV Kal Aelkéa TmpnV,
TIUKVA pWYOAENV: €V € OTPOPOC REV AOPTHP.
She withered the fair skin on his supple limbs, / and destroyed the flaxen hair
from off his head, / and about all his limbs she put the skin of an aged old man.
/ And she dimmed his two eyes that were before so beautiful, / and clothed him
in other raiment, / a vile ragged cloak and a tunic, / tattered garments and foul,
begrimed with filthy smoke. / And about him she cast the great skin of a swift
hind, / stripped of the hair, and she gave him a staff, and a miserable pouch, /
ragged, slung by a twisted cord

Odysseus—more youthful ... 0¢Nag O wpeAAe kal RNV
she <Athena> increased his stature and youthfulness

Odysseus—old man PAaBdw memAnyula TAaALy moinoe yépovta
hitting with a wand, she <Athena> made him an old man again

Odysseus—stronger  pEAE’ TADAVE TIOLUEVL AADV.
she <Athena> made greater the limbs for the shepherd of the people

Penelope—beautiful KAAAEL HEV Ol MP@TA poowTaTa KaAd Kabnpev
apBpooiw, oiw nep eioTeépavog Kubepela




xpietay, 0T Av in Xapitwv xopov ipepodevta:

Kai uiv pakpoTépnV Kal mdocoova Brkev d€obal,
She <Athena> first made her <Penelope’s> face beautiful, / with ambrosial
balm, such as that which Cytherea <Aphrodite>, of the fair crown, / anoints
herself when she goes into the lovely dance of the Graces; / and she made her
taller, too, and statelier to look on,



